TRAVEL-DIARY
hwa as teachers and propagandists. The students will go
out into the villages of the surrounding countryside and
explain to the peasants the causes and aims of the war. It
is strange to have to talk to an audience which does not
understand a single word you are saying. One's natural
instinct is to shout at them as though they were deaf, or
simply to make horrible faces and wave the arms like a
windmill. 'After this war', Auden bellowed, 6y°u will have
to fight a more terrible enemy than the Japanese. You
will have to fight disease, bad housing, illiteracy, dirt....'
6You must win this war', I boomed, cto save China, to
save Japan, to save Europe.' At the end of every five or
six sentences, we had to pause, to let Mr. Liu or the
chief of police translate. Goodness knows what they said
to the audience. It seemed to us that they were making
quite a different speech, much longer, all on their own.
When we had finished the Governor thanked us. He
wanted, he said, to give us three letters stating China's
case—one to show to England, one to Japan, and one to
the world. I took this literally, at first, and had an alarm-
ing vision of ourselves toiling up and down embassy stair-
cases all over London. But the letters, it later appeared,
were only figures of speech.
What did the students make of us? Most of them
listened attentively. A few were giggling or drawing pic-
tures. One or two were asleep. While we were having tea
after the ceremony a good many of them came in with
autograph albums for our signatures.
We went on to inspect the military hospital, which is
in a magnificent old temple on the outskirts of the city.
Each ward is a shrine, with a gigantic plaster Immortal
towering benevolently above the beds. These figures have
real horsehair beards. The hospital is fairly well equipped.
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